Urnfolatory Thoughts upon the Death, 
| of deſirable Relations. 
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Honduret Madam, 


Take the liberty to o myfcrilr the fol- 
1 18 lowing diſcourſe to your name, ſince 
yon have done it the honour already 

, your kind aſſiſtance towards its 
rublication from atopy in your cuſtody. Tour 
loſs of. ſo many valuable and pious relations 
within a ſhort compaſs of time induces me. 
to hope, that it may not be: altogether un- 
| ſuitable for your own ſupport and comfort, in 
the tender hours when you are thinking over 
| their indearments in life and the preſent ſe- 
paration between them and you. I know 
friendſhip 1s ſo ſtrong a principle with You, 
that you are apt to bear too large a part in 
the uneaſineſſes or dangers of thoſe you love 
while they are living, even to the prejudice 
of your own health and conſtitution ; and to 
ſuffer yourſelf to be too far impreſſed at part- 
ng. A generous d. poſt tion indeed. but — 
needs 
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' DEDICATIO F. 

needs the aſſiſtance of chriſtian principles # 
far to qualify it as to prevent its bad effett; 
T have endeavoured to give a brief repre: 
ſentation of ſome of thoſe principles in the Sex. 
mon annexed, and heartily wiſh they may be 
aſſiſting to your faith and hope upon ſuch oc. 
caſions-: kx Pall be glad, if I can uſher in. 
to the world under your patronage a few plain 
thoughts, that ſhall prove uſeful to any ſe. 
rious chriſtian in ſo preſſing and frequent 4 
calamity of life, as that\which is the ſubect 
eie ORD Y BET 
Dat the beſt of bleſſings may attend your 
future life for health of body and proſperit) 
| of ſoul: That your ſurviving relations may 
be laſting comforts to you, bleſſings to they 
generation, and partakers of the happineſs 
of both worlds;. is and ſhall be the. heart) 


Honoured Madam, 
j uur highly obliged and WWcquo! 
| N * 1 pany, 
| very humble ſervant; a perſc 
- Preſcot-ſtreet, EEC een ingly 
3 os 1726-7. 3 Da | ptoyid 
- JOHN EV ANs. bouſe 
5 e 8 when 
phet h 


Newn 


2 KINGS iv. 26. 


Us , Run now I pray thee to meet her, aud ſay 
eck unto her: Is it well with thee? is it well 
with thy husband; is it well with the 
150 child? and fre anſwer d, it is well. - 
may n 4 1 
hen r is ncceſlary I ſhould look a little 
neſt i ö back to the former part of the 
Wl 5 LT! chapter for the head of this ſtory, 
ra There is mention there, ver. 8. 
of a woman of conſiderable note, at whoſe 
houſe the propher E/;ſha was uſed to be a 
frequent gueſt : She was deſirous of his com- 
pany, out of regard to him as a prophet and 
2 a perſon of eminent holineſs; and accord- 
ingly ver. 9. with her husband's content, 
provided him ſome accommodations in her 
NS. bouſe; that he might always lodge there, 


when he came that way. ver. 10. The pro- 
phet had a grateful ſenſe of the kindneſs 
Mewn him, and underſtanding ſhe was 

| B childleſs, 


1 


childleſs; queſtion d not but a child wou 


ing a CC 
be very acceptable to her: Upon thi ve ma. 
thought, it is probable, he uſed his in. general 


tereſt with Go to obtain that mercy for Wl muſt ap 
her; and we find he was enabled by the him: | 
ſpirit of prophecy, to give her aſſurance of to belie- 
a Son. ver. 16, 17. Accordingly ſhe had WW nor do 
one in the appointed ſeaſon. But alas be guil 
ſhe is not many years without an affliting ¶ underſt 
inſtance of the uncertainty of this carthly WW conſiſte 
comfort. This child of her age is ſcized read th 
with a ſudden, violent pain, and dies. ver. Wing het 
18, 19, 20. A fore trial for certain to the Wl phct : 

bowels of a tender mother; but in this ot this, 
caſe ſhe reſolves to make a journey to the Wi uppoſ 
prophet; probably with ſome hope that by Wrecovet 
his intereſt in heaven, he might obtain his affir 
recovery from the dead; from whence in-Wprincip 
deed ſhe formerly received him in a figure, WM applica 
On the way the prophet cſpies her, and grant « 
ſent his ſervant to meet her, and orders reckon 


him to ſalute her with the queſtions in the lt is 
text, 1s it well with thee? Is it well with it, as : 
thy husband? Is it well with the child? ¶ afflicti- 
He ſeems to mean no more by them, but cern (a 
a friendly enquiry about the welfare of Ml igreea 
her and hers. Her anſwer is, If is well. cludes 
Some expoſitors make no more of this in all. 

_ anſwer than a mere put-off to Gehazz, be· ¶ vit 
cauſe ſhe would not be hinder'd in proſc-WE it is r 
cuting her journey to Eliſha, by maintain - ¶ her fr; 


ing! 


Ould 

this 
5 in- 
for 
the 
ce of 
had 
alas! 
King 
thly 
elzed 
Ver, 
) the 
| this 
) the 
at by 
n his 
e in- 
gure. 

and 
ders 
in the 
"with 


Bid? 


„ but 
re of 
ll. 

F this 
z, be- 
Proſe- 
atain- 


ing! 


conſiſtent with truth. 


read the words, It will be well, as import- 
ing her expectat ion of relief from the pro- 


495 


ing a converſation with Gehazz. But tho' 


we may ſuppoſe her to make ſo ſhort and 
general an anſwer for this reaſon; yet we 


muſt apprehend her to ſpeak the truth to 


him: Her good character gives us reaſon 


to believe ſhe made conſcience of a lie; 


nor doth there appear any temptation to 
be guilty of it here; and therefore we muſt 


underſtand her to afhrm it well, in a ſenſe 
Others therefore 


phet: But tho' ſhe might have ſome hope 
of this, there is no ground in the ſtory to 
ſuppoſe ſhe had a certainty of the child's 
recovery 3 and therefore ſhe could not ſafe- 
ly affirm it would be well upon any other 
principle but this; that let the iſſue of her 
application to the prophet be either a 
grant or denial of his life, yet ſhe ſhould 
reckon it well. 
lt is very reaſonable then to underſtand 
It, as a pious breathing of her ſoul under 
fflition, that while ſhe was in a deep con- 
cern (as nature dictates) on the removal of an 
greeable relation, yet ſhe deliberately con- 
cludes that the divine providence ated well 
in all. Nor do her expoſtulations afterwards 
vith the prophet make this improbable. 
It is no ſtrange thing to find a mixture in 
der frame upon ſuch an occaſion; grace ex- 
B 2 preſſing 
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(4) 
preſſing itſelf in one turn of thought, aud the tre 
corruption in another. And we may ca-. gitatio 
ly by obſerving the analogy of faith ſepa. MW and fil 
rate theſe the one from the other; the oy, hat it 
for our imitation, as the other for our cau- this is 
tion. | | | 5 | | cern o 

I reckon this paſſage therefore may be W cclatio 
ſuitable to the condition of a family, whoſe W fcrenc 
circumſtances I have an eye to in this dil. W 


courſe a; and at the fame time may be of LI 
general uſe in this uncertain world, eſpe. Wl (pe&t t 
cially in a caſe that ſo often occurs, the loi; in it. 
of comfortable relations; and I think my Wl to eſte 
ſelf warranted to raiſc this propoſition from Ml thing 
the words, vs. | FRI out wa 
That when Gop deprives à pious famil! WR afflicti 
of” agreeable relations, it becomes the ſur- Wt dull, | 
 vivers to ſay, It is well. 5 | Gop : 
I mean not, that they ſhould put on a ſtoi- WM that « 
cal apathy or inſenſibleneſs. There is a WM witho 
lawful and commendable expreſſion of at he co 
fections on ſuch an occaſion. Our Lol WM kind; 
Jeſus himſelf hath left us an example of ed fig 
weeping for a friend in the caſe of Las in a x 
rus, To loſe ſuch enjoyments without any goings 
tender reſentments, is a branch of the bad Ml of thi 
_ deſcription of being without natural affe- 24. 4 
tion. But I mean, that in ſuch circum- event. 
ſtances of life a Chriſtian ſhould not be like I ing it 
* Where the miſtreſs of the family died in ehildbed, " 4 


along with her young child. 


the 


Idbed, 


the 


(3) 


| the troubled ſea, in a perpetual uncaſy a- 


gitation; but in patience poſſeſs his ſoul, 


and ſtill make this his deliberate concluſion, 
| that it is well, And in the caſe before us 
this is true; 1. With reſpect to the con- 
cern of divine providence in it. 2. With 
relation to thoſe that are gone. 3. In rc- 
ference to the ſurvivors. 


IJ. Let us conſider the matter with re- 


ſpect to the concern of divine providence 
in it. And ſo, to be ſure, we have reaſon 
co eſteem it well. A good man has ſome- 


thing to mind in all cvents beyond the 
outward face of them; he regards neither 
afflictions nor benefits as ariſing out of the 


| duſt, but as proceeding from the hand of 
| Gop: He believes an univerſal providence, 


that @/Parrow's falling to the ground is not 
without our father; and much more that 
he concerns himſelf in the affairs of man- 
kind; not only of thoſe that make the great- 
eſt figure in the world, but of ſuch as live 
in a private and obſcure life; that all our 
goings, While we are paſling over the ſtage 
of this world, are of the Lord. Prov. xx. 
24. And therefore much more, the greater 
events that concern us or ours, our com- 
ing into the world and paſſing out of it, 
tic believes, that Gon has the keys of death, 
to diſmiſs into the unſeen ſtate whom and 

when 
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his ways are equal. I was dumb, ſays Da 


pretend to have in them ourſelves. Our 


6 %w.4 <3 + 9 p x. '< —"- r= 1 r 


(6) 
when he pleaſes; and that in all inſtances of 
this kind, providence has been actually con. 
cerned. Now in this view, Whatever oc. 
curs, it becomes us to ſay it ig well; i, 
we can have no ground to complain of 
Gop for what he has done; and on the 
contrary, we have reaſon to conclude, that, 
all things conſidered, the matter could not 
be better ordered than it is. 8 
1. We have no ground to complain of 
Gop for what he has done, but muſt (ay 


vid, and open'd not my mouth, becauſe thay 
aidſt it. Pal, xxxix. 9. His ſovereignty cuts 
off all pretenſions to injuſtice; he is the 
abſolute Lord of life and death; and therc- 
fore who ſhall ſay unto him, what doſt 
thou? He has an unqueſtionable property 
in us and ours, much more than we can 


comforts are only lent us, and therefore he 
may recall them at pleaſure. Shall he not 
do what he will with his own ? Our guilt 
and provocations muſt filence all complaints 
of hard meaſure in any thing, that befalls 
us, ſhort of hell; we muſt ſay he puniſhes 
us far leſs than our iniquities deſerve. A 
{light obſervation either of our hearts, ot 


of our ways, may ſhew us enough in 


ourſelves to juſtify much ſeverer rebukes 
than are laid upon us. 


4 Nor 


nature 


a (ect 
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| bleſltt 
| tainly 
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(7) 

Nor is Gop's faithfulneſs to be called in 
| queſtion for ſuch things; becauſe he has 
never paſſed his word for the perpetual con- 
| tinuance of any enjoyment of a worldly 
| nature : But when he gives it, reſerves it as 
| a ſecret in his own breaſt how long it ſhall 
| remain. Tho' he promiſes diſtinguiſhing 
| bleſſings to good men, there are none cer- 
| tainly to be depended upon but thoſe of a 
| ſpiritual and eternal nature: On the con- 
trary, he often calls us to live expecting 
changes in every period of lite, and in every 
Ls. 

And his goodneſs is altogether free from 
imputation; for /ove and hatred are not 
known by theſe things. His peculiar favourites 
have been uſed in all generations to ſuch 
affecting inſtances of the vanity of this world, 
as much as any others. And beſide this, 
he may very much promote our trucſt be- 
nefit by ſuch providences, while he is intro- 
ducing our pious relations thro' the yalley 
of the ſhadow of death to the full fruition 
of his benignity. 

Thus we have always reaſon to ſilence 
murmuring complaints; and not only fo, 
but 

2. We have ground always to conclude, 
that (all things conſider'd) the matter could 
not be better order d than it is. Poſſibly in 
the bitterneſs of your ſoul you may be ready 


t 


2 — 
— —535*rr᷑ —— 
—— — — — — — 


. 


— 
= =_ = 
_— + >. "wg. 
— — — 
—— 


— 


— 


— — 


—— 


—  ——_ ——_— 


_—_— 


L 
is 
- 
4, 
. 
8 
4 
N. 
. 
— 
. 
* 
& * 7 
ff 
77 
1 
+ 
1 
* 
A, 
5 v 
4 
* 
1 
* 

2 
1 
. 

4 
Kh | 
* 
[on 
4 
* 
1 
„ 1 
* 


S 
5 


3 


CIT 
. 


— 


— 
_— 
— 
— 


; 5 
. — 


68) 


to ſay, © this is an hard ſaying; 1 can ſee _ 
« reaſon indeed to be ſilent and not to — vol 
« murmur; but can hardly prevail with i ent 
« my ſelf to carry the thought ſo far, that _ wy 
ec this is the beſt way that could be taken; — wh 
« might not another time have been bet. L 18 


ce ter for the removal of a friend? might 
r not others have been better ſpared firſt?” 
But the doctrine of providence will ſoon 
make us quit all ſuch bold ſuggeſtions, 
We may not indeed be able at preſent to 
account for the fitneſs of ſuch a ſtep of pro- 
vidence, but muſt be content to exerciſe an 
implicite faith: Yet it is a moſt certain 
truth, which we may always depend upon, 


Wnſtance 
(nay ad! 
Sreſent 
i(dom 
Jals befe 
With us 
the e 
ems m 


that as the righteous Gop cannot do an un- "gy 
juſt thing, ſo the all-wiſe Gop cannot do im; a 
an unfit thing, but always what is moſt im. m 
proper in the preſent circumſtances. We And 
may be ſure it is beſt for the government o the p 
of the whole, if not for us. The great Gov N Ak. 
frequently has a reach in his providences > bm 
upon us and ours, far beyond ourſelves ; and Wk at. © 
as long as we are not able to rake the full Naa 
compaſs, we cannot judge of his proceedings us dif 
And certainly we have too high an opinion and.! 
of our little ſelves, if we think a greater Nee une 
good ſhould be prevented merely to plealure Aer. 
us. Or Gop may deſign that good for us Wiz a 
in future time, which we have no apprehen- ppreh 


ſion of at preſent, but ſhall know hereafter. 
His 


(9) 

$ is all-comprehending mind knows the end 
; rom the beginning; and when our pro- 
ſpect reaches but a little way, we muſt be 


content to ſuſpend our judgment upon par- 
Ficulars; till they come to light. If we have 


©; pdſerved the methods of divine conduct, we 
bet. annot but have ſeen this in many former 
l BY Iuſtances; and therefore the more freely 
ty nay admit the ſame apprehenſion of his 
yy Pen dealings; ; and therefore it is our 
"5 icdom to live in reſignation to his diſpo- 
60 7 beforehand, leaving it with him to do 
19 Pi us or ours what ſeemeth good in his ſight; 
n Wis the expreſſion is, 2 Sam. x. 12. or what 
u ems meet to him, as in Jer. xxvii. 5. Very 
don, emphatical phraſes; importing, that he will 
2 fever do what ſeems not good or meet to 
0 dim; and certainly whatever ſeems ſo to 
W im, muſt neceſſarily be ſo. 
| And of the ſame temper we ſhould be as 
455 d the providences we are now under. Let 
x ourſelves, ſhould it be according to 
0 y mind? Job xxxiv. 33. Ought our judg- 
1 ment, or GoD's, to take place? May we not 
ue aham d of the compariſon? Only there is 
">" is difference between reſignation before- 
on Wind, and preſent ſubmiſſion : While we. 
05 te uncertain what the fixed determinati- 
e Wn of divine wiſdom is in a caſe, we may 
7 2 With all humility deprecate that which we 
er pprehend would not be beſt; as David 
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did in reference to the death of his chill 
2 Sam. xii. 16, 17. He knew not but Goo; 
threatnings were conditional, and there. 
fore with the fervency of an humble ſup. 


plicant he intreats for the reverſing of them; ¶ were 1 
but as, ſoon as Goy's mind was fully ſieni. ff world 
ficd by the event, he expreſſes a full ſat grief 
faction, ver. 21. And then indeed be fully 
might have ſeen the courſe Go took, belt il you \ 
for His own bonour ; that. ſuch a ſin ſhoulg in an- 


not be ſuffer d to paſs off without ſome 
mark of his diſpleaſure: And beſt for Da. 
vid too, as it remov'd out of the way that 
ſtanding mark of, his infamzel 8865 adulter. 
ous child. 

What has 8 laid on this MAS! gives Us 
reaſon to conclude in the dark, that ſuch 
a providence is well, tho we could give no 


particular account of it: But what I am to Bu 
ſay. on the other heads, may be ſubmittel i ceaſe 
to out own ſerious thought, as judges oi CoD 
it. Aberclarcy N G00 
K conſ⸗ 

„II. Let us 8 the * in \ relation as th 
to thoſe that are gone, and we may (ay i them 
r Iv, 1 
Indeed when there is little hope of thi 1. 
eternal welfare of dead relations, one ca the « 
not have all the comfort of this thought ail fanc 
to them: But yet even there we may cat dead 
ry it thus far; ſince Gop foreſaw a longed F 


lie 


y that 
dultes 


1VCS Us 
t ſuch 
ive no 
am to 
mitted 
ges of 


lation 
ſay it 


of the 
e can 
ght a8 
y Cal 
longet 

life 


( 11 ) 


life wou'd be of no ſervice to them, it is 
in a ſenſe well, that they continued not to 
| carry their fins to a greater height, that they 
| were not ſuffered to do more miſchief in the 
world, and to give their pious relations more 


grief and vexation. And if you have faith- 


| fully endeayour'd to do your part to them, 


you will not be the worſe for their miſery 
in another life, whatever they might coſt 
you of tears and (ſorrow here; they'll give 
you no more uneaſineſs, when once you 
are divefted of all carthly affections ; you 
will not want them in heaven, nor find 
your ſatisfaftion in Gop leſſened by miſling 
their company ; and ſince your work is now 


| done with them, your buſineſs is to leave 


them to Gop. 

But the caſe in the text refers to ſuch de- 
ceaſed relations as were in covenant with 
CoD; and certainly it is well for ſuch, when 
Gop takes them to himſelf. And the juſt 
conſequence of your eſteeming it ſo is, that, 
as the apoſtle ſays, you ſhould not ſorrow for 
them as others who have no hope, 1 Theſl. 
Iv, 13. 

I ſhall conſider the caſe diſtinctly, as to 
the children of good parents dying in in- 
fancy, and as to adult relations who are 


dead in the Lord. 


Firſt, As to the children of _ parcnts 


dying in infancy, there is reaſon to con- 
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clude Gop hath dealt well with them. And he ha: 
for the comfort of good parents, who oſten i the ris 
meet with this affliction in a dying world, 7 uill 
it may be uſeful to enlarge upon this. | Now 
(I.) There is ground to believe, that the W their . 
children of pious parents are in covenant WW which 

with Gop, and 3 in infancy 
have a place in the heavenly world. When Cop 
the deſcendents of good men arc allow'dt» ? 
grow up to maturity themſelves, then in. Wl Heb. 3 
deed they come to ſtand upon their own WW himſci 
bottom: If they ſtand not to the covenant WM cial r 
of their fathers, they will be never the bet. their 
ter for it, but as chzldren of Ethiopians un 
to Gop.. Amos ix. 7. Their relation to pi. 
ous anceſtors will not exempt them from WM Gov | 
the wrath of Gop. Ezek. xviii. 10, 11, 12, Wi 
13. But in their infancy, while as yet they WM fince | 
know not actual good or evil, all that is the G 
neceſlary to their covenant right is. their re- 
lation to a belieuing parent: And therefore 
when Gop puts them upon no trial of their 
own, their parents may be as fully aſſured of 
their children's ſalvation, as of their own, 
How far Gop may proceed the other way on 
the fide of ſeverity with the infant ſeed ot 
unbelievers, we cannot pretend to ſay ; but {Wain ti 
muſt leave them to the ſovercign mercy of {Wicnts 
Gop; for he has not declared in his con - Wcerne 
ſtitution how he will deal with them. But don; 
he Wiionf 


ſidexe. 
parent 
ſelf * 


r 
| he has ſignified his mind as to the ſeed of 
| the righteous, when he ſays, Gen. xvii. 7. 
| ] will be a Gop to thee and to thy ſeed. 
| | Now we may clearly argue from that ſor 
the their ſalvation dying in infancy. The ſame 
nant which the apoſtle ſays of the ancient patri- 
inc) archs, we may ſay concerning ſuch children. 
hen WF Gop would be aſbamed to be called their 
do Gop, F he had not prepared for them a city. 
in. Heb. xi. 16. He would never have aſſerted 
| himſelf with ſuch emphaſis to be in a ſpe- 
| cial relation to them, if the great name 
their Cod] ſignified nothing to them; if 
there was no difference to be made between 
them and others, to whom he was not a 
Cop in covenant. Now in this life there 
is no fuch difference made; and therefore, 
ſince he tiles himſelf their Gop, as being 
the Gop of their parents, if he removes 
them when they are capable of being con- 
ſidered no otherwiſe than as parts of their 
parents, it is certain he takes them to him- 
elf; which is further confirmed from our 
Lord's own words, Mar. xix. 14. Of ſuch is 

the kingdom of heaven. ö 
( 2.) If they are taken to heaven, it is cer- 
tain they are much happier than their pa- 
tents could make them here. You are con- 
cerned to provide your children a good por- 
ton ; and ſurely if Gop will be their por- 
tion for ever, it is far better than if you * 
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The apoſtle makes the difference between 


not corrupt, and whither thief cannot breat 
thro and ſteal? Ay, but you will ſay, 1 
could be glad to have them with me. But 
is it not better for them to be with Chriſt? 


ble of little, and they would be a long time 
training up for any thing conſiderable: But 
above there is no infant of days or under 
ſtanding; they have no bodily organs, that 
require time of preparation, before they can 
give expreſſions of reaſon. If they die chil 
dten, they ſhall riſe men; and in the mean 
time are far happier than they could be here. 


afflictions. Since fin has cnter'd into thc 
World, this is a ſtage of trouble: We en— 


6140 
bequeath them all the wealth in the world. 


ſaints in this and the other world, to be a; 
that of a child to a grown man. 1 Cor. xiii, 
11. Can any of you, that wifh well to yout 
children, be ſorry that they are men too 
ſoon? What treaſures can you lay up for 
them, like thoſe which moth and ruſt can. 


Your poor babes, while with you, are cap+ 


(3.) They are got above the reach of all 


ter upon it crying, and while we are pal 
fing over it, vanity and vexation of ip looks 
rit appear written upon it; and every one many 
has ſome inſtances of that vanity for his ſhipw 
ſhare. Poſſibly your infants, if they hadi ſome 
lived, might have had their paſſage imbit-W that | 


tered, by lingring diſeaſes or tedious pains 3 


eithet 


615) 
either hereditary, as the ſtone and gout are 
to ſome, ot occaſional in the courſe of fu- 
ture events: Or by ſhocking diſappoint- 
| ments in their cut ward affairs they might 
have been reduced to want and penury, 
tho you may be capable of leaving them 
2 plentiful eſtate. Or it may be, if they 
had grown up, they might meet with ſome 
turn in the brain to diſorder their reaſon, 
ſo as to make them unſerviceable to the 
world, and a grief and burden to all about 
them. How many ſuch calamities might, 
for. ought you know, have overtaken them, 
if their lives had been prolong'd, which by 
their carly tranſlation are all prevented? 
If they die from the womb, and give up the 
gboſt when they come out of the belly, they 
he. ſtill and are quiet, and ſhall be at reſt, 


where the wicked ceaſe from troubling. Job 


aii. 11, 13, 17. The tendereſt relations, by 
ſeeing the fore afflictions and racking pains 
of thoſe. that were dear to them, have 
been brought to chooſe death for them ra- 
ther than life. 


(.) They are entirely ſecured from all 
danger of worldly temptation. When one 


looks abroad into the world, and ſees the 


many ſnares that youth run into, the fatal 


ſhipwrecks of promiſing beginnings which 
ſome make, even of the ſeed of good men, 


that had been early dedicated to Gop, and 
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by a good education eſcaped the pollution: 
that arc in the world, how many of theſe 
are entangled àgain therein: When, I ſay, 
a good parent conſiders this, I am ſure he 
ſhou'd not think it the diſad vantage of his 
child, that Gop has taken him from the 
evil to come, and reſeued him carly out of 
the ſnares of à preſent evil world. May 
you not juſtly eſteem it well for your child, 
to be taken away with a covenant ſecurity 
for his welfare; when you know not what 
he might have proved, if he had come to 
a trial of his own? I dare ſay any pious 
parent had rather his child ſhould be laid 
young in his-gtave, than be an accurſed 
fenner of an hundred years old. Iſa. 1xv. 20. 
The great God is infinitely wiſe, and pol- 
ſibly might foreſee great dangers in your 
child's way, if he had enter d upon the 
fnares of the world: And whether Gon 
ſuccour us in temptation, or ſtave it off 
from us, or remove us out of the way of 


it, his goodneſs is to be acknowledged, and 


not his pleaſure diſputed. 

Secondly, Asroſuch relations, who lived 
to give good evidence themſelves of their 
own conſent to Gop's covenant; to be ſure 


there is reaſon to ſay, it is well for them. 
Beſides that ſeveral things which have been 


ſald of infants ate equally applicable to them; 
it may be further conſider d, Fe 
As 
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As ſaints, their hearts wete on a bettet 


country, they deſired the heavenly one, Heb: 
i. 16. They were but from home in the 
Ibody ; for the heaven-born ptinciple in 
mem aſpired towards the world to come; 
for certain they world not live here al. 
946, if it was left to their choice. Job 
vil. 16. And if you are born from above, 
Jou agree With them in the fame judg⸗ 


ment, for them as well as for yourſelves; 
lyou would not wiſh this ſhould be their 
perpetual abode: They and you have had 
ln affecting ſenſe of the inſufficiency of 
this world for a portion; and a perſuaſion 
in the general, that to depart and be with 


bs a ſtate of toilſom labour, of ſhocking diſ- 


E:ppointments to all; it may be, it has been 


peculiarly ſo to your friends, by grinding 
pains or acute diſtempers or frequent ailings, 
or by being empticd from veſſel to veſlel : 
The other world you are perſuaded is a 
ſtate of reſt from ſuch labours and uneaſi- 
neſs; and you cannot be ſuch ill friends to 
mem, as to wiſh they ſhould be always 
kept from reſt. Beſides, the preſent ſtare 
vas imbitter'd by many conflicts with their 
ſpiritual enemies, many deſertions of Gop, 
various inſults of their own corruptions : 
But when they arrive at the other, their 
warfare is perfectly accompliſh'd; there are 

» | no 


CHRIST Zs far better. You know this world 
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betimces 


no interruptions in the enjoy ment of Gon, betin 
nor any remains of ſin; ſo that upon the 3 the I 
whole, you cannot dcliberately think i aauſe 
would be well for them to have their te. do a 
moval always ſuſpended. All the except. ſibly 
on then, that carries any plauſible appear. Wt *2 c 
ance, muſt come to this; that tho you er 
wou'd not have them for ever here an; ME Put | 
more than yourſelves, yet might it no: yenly 
5 | have been better to have continued a lit mitte 
EF tle longer below? I may anſwer in the ge. bort 
#4 neral, what I dare ſay they would declar: iſ vith 
4 to be their mind now, if you were within wiſh 
4 reach, that this was the beſt time, becauſe WF "PO" 
1 it was what Gop choſe, But more pari- 
4 cularly, Il 
F If they were far advanced in years, you had with 
i no reaſon to expect that they ſhou'd hold Mi **'® 
i Out long in the courſe of nature. It they * 
bt died in middle age, yet they had time to (1 
. do ſome ſervice to the world before they i ſtan 
4 left it; and Gop will reward their enden WF n 
b vours, as far as he gave them a ſeaſon for to b⸗ 
them; and for certain they are no loſers Wi e 
by ſlipping over that time of life, which b mine 
commonly but labour and ſorrow. Yet tat: 1nqu 
ther, ſuppoſe them cut off in the vigourot De 
their yourh ; whatever the world may loſe this 
f of what it promiſed itſelf from them, jet cd 
; ' their excellencies are not loſt by an cat!) he r 
aeny. It they were eminently religious 8000 
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4 bie they ſhall neither loſe the uſe not 
the reward of their improv'd faculties, be- 
; E they had not the opportunity here to 
do all that was in their hearts for Gop, Poſ- 
ſibly they may be taken away from evils 
to come, either upon the church of Gop, 
or upon their own families and friends: 
but for certain, they are taken to the hea- 
venly glory; and the ſooner they are ad- 
mitted to that, the better for them. In 
E ſhort, they are fully pleaſed themſelves 
& with the exchange, and wou'd by no means 
E wiſh to be down again with the beſt friends 

| upon carth 


III. If we conſider the matter yet farther 


with reference to ſurviving pious friends and 


relations; even they have reaſon to (ay, zf 


is well. 


(I.) They have reaſon to ſay fo, notwith- 


fadag the removal of ſuch deſirable en- 
| joyments. In an imperfeR ſtate we ought 


to balance circumſtances, where we cannot 


| expect every thing to be according to our 
| mind. To this end I may put the following 


Inquiries. 

Do not you enjoy many other mercies, tho' 
this be taken away? If Gop hath removy- 
ed ſome, yet he hath leſt many others, when 


he might have reſumed a//. Poſſibly the 


good woman in the text might have ſome 
D 2 eye 
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eye to this; * It it well; tho my child bi to giv 
** dead, ſince my husband is ſpared to me, ay, # 
« ſince he and J are in health, and (1; diſor. 
* rounded with many comforts.” It's very | tive © 
unbecoming us to be of Hamar's temper , W ſhou', 
All this availeth me nothing, ſo long as 1 Aube 
fee Mordecai the Few fitting at the fine: WM hath 


gate; to overlook all our mercies, becau WM order 
we have not every thing that we deſire. BF Ye: 
You ſhou'd rather on ſuch an occaſion adore Wl to yo 
God's goodneſs, that he has left you other to be 
valuable comforts, when he had the ſame move 
right and power to ſtrip you of them. Hath Wh as to 
he taken one or more dear relation from ME {till : 
you? You may ſay, yet he Has not quite grave: 
put lover and friend far from me, nor removed inten 


nefit 
ted th 
| whict 
| you \ 


all mine acquaintance into darkneſs ; he hath 
not made a thorough end. 

Have you not a ſurer tenure for more 
important bleſſings? You have a more ce 


_ tain and fixed relation to Gop. hen fa. here: 
ther and mother forſake me, then Gop vill (2. 
take me up. Pal. xxvii. 10. If you loſe a ſpirit 
comfort, if you loſe them all, yet you loic Wl tian, 
not your Gop, If he is yours, hc hath WW fay 1 
given you a name better than that of ſons tion, 
and daughters; an everlaſting name, that Ml fo my 
ſpall not be cut off. Ita. lvi. 5. You havca it of 
covenant ſecurity for his favour, an intereſt Wl 71. . 

in his promiſes, a title to his kingdom. Hicke. 


And if you have all that Gop covenanted 


d be 
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to give you well · ſecured, certainly you may 
ay, it is well ſtill. As under the ſinful 
| diſorders of a family, ſo in all the afflic- 
| tive alterations made in it, a good man 
| ſhou'd rcjoice with David, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. 
Altho' my houſe. be not ſo with Gop, yet he 


| hath made with me an everlaſting covenant, 


| Yea, had they not finiſh'd all the ſervic 
to you, of which Gop had deſigned them 
to be the inſtruments, before they were re- 
| moved? It is certain they had: I mean not 
as to the fruit and effect of it; that may be 


order d in all things and ſure. 


gtaves. But they had finiſh'd all that Gop 
intended them to do in order to the be- 
| ncfit of you and others, before they quit- 


which GoD gave them to do: And ſurely 
you wou'd not deſire to have had them 
here altogether uſeleſs! | 

(2.) Their removal may contribute to the 
{piritual advantage of ſurvivers. A Chri- 
tian, if he be not wanting to himſelf, may 
ſay in this caſe as St. Paul of his perſecu- 
| tion, Phil. i. 29. I know that this ſhall turn 
tomy ſalvation, thro' the ſupplies of the ſpi- 
| rit of Zeſus Chriſt : Or as David, Pſal. cxix. 
71. It is good for me, that I have been af, 
—_ If 


ſe 


| {till abiding, after they are laid in their 


| ted the ſtage. They had finiſhed the work 


8 


r a 
= 3 


_ _— P — 
— * 
. — _ E 
— * — 


— 2 


—— 
5 


+ * 
rr 


— — 
F 


bi 
a 2 l hs o 
2 a x 


n= Lange 


: 
i 


* x * 
2. 


— 


1 
Ul 
1 
| 


(297 

It is fit to give thoſe left behind a more ood 
e e, e. : 0: 

affecting conviction of the vanity of the Ill thi 
world: We hear much of this, and (ce ma. 
ny inſtances of it}; and yet, Gop knows, com. 
monly are but little moved, till it come; 
cloſe to our own cafe, till we feel this leſ. 
ſon as well as hear it. And what apter mean; 


An 
to teach you this, than when you loſe : chriſt 
part of yourſelves? when the delight of and 
your eyes is taken away with a ſtroke? heark 

It is a proper memento to prepare for their loſs « 
own death. My other half, or the fruit to pa 
« of my body, is gone into eternity, and! wòill 
“ ſhall not be long after. 1 hall go h Jſooſe 
«« them, but they ſhall not return to me. : « are 
* Sam. xii. 23. The ſtroke might have been « mt 
« level'd at me, as well as them, or inſtead if 
© of them; and for ought I know it may « ſue 
reach me next: Lord, therefore mak! Wl « 10 
* we to know mine end, and the meaſur: Wi « (0 
<« of my days what it is, that I may kno T] 
« how frail I am. Pſal. xxxix. 4. ny v 

It may excite them that remain to the (3 
more diligent diſcharge of their duty to their 

| ſurviving relatives. You have a ſenſible e- it th 
vidence, that they may be taken from you ;c1at 
ere you are aware; and they will be out petu 
of the reach of your prayers and endeavours, a8 1c 
when once they have ſhot the gulph. dear 

It may more effectually engage the living Ml ther 

to an imitation of them, where they were ſhall 


good 


623) 


good examples. Death gives an accent to 


; of that was lovely in them ; upon ſuch an 
| occaſion it is natural to look back on their 
characters; and it will be happy if ſurvivers 
| ſtrike in with the remembrance of this, ſo 
as to go and do likewiſe, 


And laſtly; It may prepare them in a 


| chriſtian manner to part with other friends 
and relations. Indeed if corruption be 
| hearkened to as monitor in the caſe, the 
| loſs of one will increaſe your reluctancy 
| to part with another. But a ſerious mind 
will make a different uſe of it, to ſit the 
| looſer from all carthly comforts. © Some 
| © are gone, others are gol 
| « muſt live expecting changes. Why ſhou'd 
„fall out with my Gop by the way for 
| « ſuch occurrences, which he hath been 


ng, therefore 1 


« Jong training me up for, and ſuiting my 
« ſpirit to?“ 


Thus it is capable of being improyed ma- 


ny ways to ſerve our beſt intereſts. 


3.) Whatever prejudice may ariſe from 
their removal at preſent, all will be well 
at the next meeting of pious friends and 
relations. The ſeparation is not to be per- 
petual: And tho we ſhould not be able, 


2s long as we live, to review former en- 


dearments without a pathetical concern; yet 
there ſhall be a joy ful meeting, when all tcars 
mall be wiped away. And how grateful will 


be 
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624) 
be the ſurprize on both ſides to find one 
another ſo vaſtly improv'd beyond what the 
warmeſt affection could diſcover at the time 
of their ſeparation ! 'How cheartully will 
they join together in the triumphs of hea. 
yen, who often united their ptayers here to 
GoD in the heavens! How delightful their 
mutual converſe, who can ſay they have 
been mutual helps in the way to that world! 
Tho' the loſs of ſuch a companion now may 
be a melancholy thought at parting, that re. 
union will make full amends without the 
danger of another ſeparation. 

Some practical inferences ſhall conclude 
this diſcourſe. 

1. How much ſhall we conſult our own 
intereſt by ſtrengthening our faith in the 
univerſality and equity of divine providence! 
All of us in this world are ſubject to a va- 
riety of afflictions, and in any of them the 
principal reſt we can have fot our minds is 
trom the conſideration of the divine govern- 


ment of the world and of all things in it. 


This may give a ſmooth face to the rouggheſt 
_ event, and anſwer objections in ſuch dark 
occurrences as we cannot ſolve any other 
way. This will calm the mind, when no- 


thing elſe can. We cannot help being fre- 
quently toſſed upon a tempeſtuous ſea in 
this world, unleſs we caſt anchor here. And 
therefore we cannot better conſult our _ 
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hort as well as our duty, than by confirm- 
Eng our faith and exerciſing our thoughts 
Lpout this great doctrine. 

2. You may collect the unſpeakable hap- 
lincſs of real faints. All things work toge- 
ther for their good. Whatever comes to pals, 
Ie well for them, or ſhall be ſo in the end: 
Proſperity or adverſity, life'or death, their 
bown death or the death of their friends. 
Poſſibly under dark apprehenſions they are 
lying with Jacob, Gen. xlii. 36. All theſe 
phings are againſt me: When either they 
ve quite otherwiſe, and they come to diſ- 
kern it in a little time: Or if they are in 
ſome reſpect againſt them, as teſtimonies of 
wine diſpleaſure for their ins, yet they 
re but fatherly corrections, and ſhall have 
good iſſue. Oh that this might perſuade 
pl! of you to enter into Gop's covenant! 
hen all would be well. While you re- 
ain ata diſtance from him, it may be you 
ire making as wrong a concluſion on the 
ther hand, as Jacob did on the deſpond- 
ng ſide; ready to ſay, becauſe you are in 
droſperity, all theſe things are for me. But 
yithout repentance you will find it quite 
ptherwiſe. And when you come to be 
reſled with cloſe afflitions, what ſhall be 
four ſupport? eſpecially when you come 


0 the valley of the N of death your- 
ches? 


E 


3. See 
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3. See you carry yourlelyes ſo in you lf of pa 
ſeveral relations that you may have ſol nate © 
comfort when you come to parting; whe. to 1 
ther to leave your friends. behind. vou, or 
to ſee them going before. That if you die cult 
firſt, you may have this rejoicing, that t havio- 
ſhall be well with you for ever, and you this o 
have faithfully. endeavour d to fill up you world 
place, while you remain d with them: 0; {Which 
when you ſee them leaving you, you my your 
haye this ſupport, that you endeavour d u Lord, 
diſcharge your duty to them; and what {Ws you 
the ſucceſs be, yet their ſouls ſhall not be {jou e 
required at your hands. Husbands and we iſto Go 
maſters and ſervants, parents and children, Nrant: 
miniſters and people; let us all ſee to this Thi 
that we arc diligent 1 in our duty to each other, Ware de 
knowing the time is ſhort, and this will give {iſruit e 
us the moſt agreeable 1 reflection at a time of Win the 
parting. | of a K 

4. Liye jn expectation of changes, and Naffecti 
he for them. To expect them will it- {ſin her 
ſelf be no ſmall preparation for them; and ples tl 
it will quicken you to all the inſtances of a eue 
proper readineſs. Look abroad and ſe {athe 
what daily occurs in other families; remcm- Wt zs < 
ber what haye been in your own. Be in- Mou. 
ſtructed by the warnings you have in your- tic 7 
ſelves or yours, by diſtempers and weaknel- more 
ſes. Conſider what your bibles teach you to in fe 


. And in your higheſt proſperity t think % 
of 


127) 
of patting, and take heed of ſuch inordi- 
nate affections as ſhall make you og ing 


Your 
lolig 


whe. WE to reſign at God's call. ; 
JU, or 5. Let chriſtians ew the ſtrength of 
Ju die chriſtian principles and tupports in their be- 


hat it haviour under afflictions; and particularly 
d you {this of the loſs of dear relations. Shew the 
your world you have ſomething to bear you up 
: Or Wvhich they have not; that you give not up 
1 may your friends for loſt who are dead in the 
d to WLord, nor give up yourſelves for loſt as long 
atexet Nas your Gop and Redeemer live. Let it make. 
ot be Nou caly, when you can hope they are gone 


Ito Gop, and know that Gob and his cove- 
nant are not gone with them. 


Wives, 
dren, 


© this, This I would recommend to you, that 
other, Ware deprived of a tender conſort and the 
ill give fruit of her womb at once. Tho it is a ſtroke 


1mcot in the tendereſt part; yet it is by the hand 
ot a Gop, and I truſt your GOD. Shew.,your 
affection to her now by your complacency” 
in her welfare, as our Lord tells his diſct- 
ples they ſhould do for him. I ye loved me, 
e would rejoice, becauſe I ſaid, I go to my 
Father. It the weaker ſex could tay here, 
it is well; it may juſtly be expected from 
Be in- MWhou. If under the darker diſpenſation of. 
 your- iſtic Jews ſhe was of this temper, you have 
aknel- ¶ nore reaſon to be ſo under the goſpel, where- 
you to Win life and immortality are more fully brought 
think t. And as long as you and your chil- 
ol 3 I dren 
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dren are in Gop's hands, and under his car 
you may ſtill rejoice in that as more durable 
than the moſt ſuitable relative in this world 
could be. | 
6. See that ſuch providences be improved 
to your ſpiritual advantage. Learn more affec. 
tingly what the world is in this glaſs, hoy 
uncertain its comforts, how unſtable its ſet. 
133 how inſufficient it is for a porti 

1. See what yourſelves muſt come to; 
TH hat is the end of all men, and the living 
foould lay it to heart. Death, you fee, palſe 
upon all, even thoſe that have not ſinned 
after the ſimilitude of Adam's tranſgreſſion, 
by actual ſin. Do you the ſurviving parent 
be faithful in the religious inſtruction of 
your children, when the whole work is 
devolved upon you. I have heard you (ay, 
ſhe that is gone usd to bear a great part in 
that work; go you and do likewiſe. 1n 
that (and whatever elſe was praiſe-worthy) 
follow her ſteps. And to conclude, reſen 


up your all to Gob, as one ready for the 


whole of his good and acceptable will, . 
that whatever he ſhall yet do with you 0! 
yours, you may ſay, it is well. 
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